
 

Malin Bridge Primary School 

Malin Bridge Primary School offers a staggering 

array of Children’s University clubs. Last year its 

pupils recorded 10,000 hours of activity and 

almost 80% of children attended a club. All of 

those children are recording their hours, receiving 

awards, and celebrating their hard work.  

Now in its second year working with Children’s 

University, the school has worked hard to embed 

Children’s University in the school culture and to 

ensure that as many parents, carers, and children 

are aware of what they offer.   

“It’s starting to get out in the community. We put Children’s University information into the fortnightly 

bulletin and on the display board, and people have been to the awards ceremonies, so it’s slowly building,” 

says Steve Green, Learning Mentor.   

“It’s filtering through that if they go to clubs they get rewarded, and if they come to school and go to a club 

they get rewarded,” says Steve.  

The impact is already beginning to show. “Attendance has gone up over the last twelve months, term on 

term, but also when we compare autumn term this year with autumn term last year. Without doubt I 

would credit a lot of that to Children’s University and the activities we put on,” says Kay Roe, Learning 

Mentor.  

A good part of this success can be attributed to 

the drive and belief of the head teacher, 

Stephen Betts, who has been instrumental in 

developing a school culture that values extra-

curricular activities and Children’s University.   

“He believes in the impact of Children’s 

University and after school activities. He can see 

the bigger picture, which is that clubs are having 

an impact on the kids and their learning,” says 

Steve.  

“Country wide it’s been proven that the more activities children do after school, the higher their levels of 

attainment and I’m sure that correlates.”  

Children’s University provide an individual record sheet, showing the number of clubs a child has attended, 

and the number of credits they have received. Malin Bridge will ensure these 

records are included in the child’s annual school report from July 2014.  
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Malin Bridge are also keen to make sure that all this 

activity is affordable. The majority of clubs are run by 

school staff and are therefore free, with any outside 

providers being limited to a flat fee of £3 per week.  

“We’ve made it affordable, and that’s got the parents 

on board,” says Steve.  

The clubs have been credited with creating a positive 

atmosphere in school and with encouraging year 

groups to mix.  

“The clubs cut across the key stages but the kids just get along and have a really nice time together after 

school.  It is a completely different experience for them and they seem to get a lot out of it,” says Carmen 

Kalnars, Admin Assistant.  

 

And with so many different clubs on offer there really is something for everyone. Louise Connor, Teaching 

Assistant and Modern Foreign Languages coordinator runs the Mandarin Club. “I've got twelve children in 

there, in a primary school, not in the private sector, having the opportunity to learn Mandarin, and I think 

that's amazing,” says Louise.  

“We've done peer teaching across to KS1, so these 

children have gone in to Y1 and Y2 classes this week 

and have taught other children Chinese, which is 

motivating to the younger children in terms of what 

they'll be able to do later on, and very motivating 

for those children after six weeks to be able to go 

and teach their peers Chinese,” says Louise.  

Sebastien Marek, a parent and also a teacher in the 

Code Club, says, “My kids do a lot of different 

classes here and they really enjoy it. They actually 

want to stay at school longer so they can do the different clubs. It's a great opportunity for them to try out 

things and see what they are interested in. Maybe they’ll find a hobby, or a future career even? It’s 

definitely a good thing.”  

Steve has the final word. “If your kids are coming to school every day and they’re happy, they’re joining 

clubs, they’re socialising, they tend to achieve more. That’s a national research statistic, we’re happy to 

jump on the back of that, we think it does and will have an impact.” 

 “It's really important to me and it helps me in my learning. At the last award ceremony I got a bronze 

award and that made me feel really proud!” – Oliver 10 years old 

 “It's fun and I like getting my awards at the ceremonies. I’ve got bronze, silver, gold, ruby bronze and 

nearly ruby silver. I feel happy when I come to these clubs!”  Nia, 11 years old 


